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 When we look at the world around us and everything that 

is going on it, our natual response is to want God to 

intervene and to act. 

When we see terror attacks like those the UK has 

experienced in the past weeks. When we see wars and 

refugee crises. When we see political uncertainty and 

inability.But also when we see at a smaller scale things like 

domestic abuse, divorce, addiction, sickness, mental 

illness. 

Don’t you want God to do something? 

Of course, some people don’t believe that God is there and 

able to act. Others think that whilst needed to create a 

universe, since then God has taken a back seat leaving us 

to fend for ourselves. 

But we know that God is one who as entered our world! In 

Jesus Christ we see God becoming one of us, sharing our 

lives and our struggles. Bearing our burdens and shedding 

our tears. So where is he now, and what is he doing? Acts 

1:1 holds out the promise of Jesus’ action. He is active 

today, even though he is not here—but is risen. 

But how he is at work? And what is he doing? That’s what 

this passage is all about! Comes in the general flow of the 

spread of the church—Paul saved and commissioned as 

apostle to the Gentiles, but we now return to Peter as the 

apostle who will first cross the divide! 

JESUS IS AT WORK THROUGH THE APOSTOLIC GOSPEL 

Peter is “the rock” - the one who saw that Jesus was the Christ, God’s Saviour King, 

and the apostle who had met with the risen Jesus. This was the message of the early 

church—God sent Jesus to be the Christ. He had died, but he was risen and they had 

seen him! 

Now, before Peter takes the message of the gospel across to the Gentiles, we see 

him perform two miracles, which are God’s way of endorsing or accrediting Peter and 

his ministry. 

Of course, for some the mere mention of miracles in the Bible is a turn-off. Surely we 

don’t believe things like that today? And yet if we are ready even for a moment to 

accept the possibility that God exists, then aren’t miracles like this precisely what we 

should want and expect God to do—and especially so that he could identify for us the 

people who are worth listening to in what they say about God! 

And this is the purpose of miracles. They were extraordinary and unusual (only 5 

people in the Bible ever raise someone from the dead for instance), But their 

purpose was that through them God could say “pay attention here” (see Acts 2:22 

and 2 Cor 12:12) 

And here, Peter’s two miracles are deliberately linked to Jesus, to show that through 

Peter and his apostolic gospel, Jesus was continuing to work in the world. 

What are these links? 

 They follow the example of Jesus (who had done two very similar miracles) 

 They are in the name of Jesus (it is not Peter himself but Jesus who really has 

the power to heal and to raise) 

 They are for the glory of Jesus (as people respond by turning to and trusting in 

him!) 

Do we have this confidence in the gospel—that it is how Jesus is at work today? C.f. 

Romans 1:16—the power of God for salvation. If so, we should proclaim it boldly and 

expectantly! 

INTRODUCTION: IS GOD AT WORK IN THE WORLD? 

JESUS IS AT WORK BRINGING RESTORATION AND RESURRECTION 

If that’s how Jesus is at work, then what he is at work doing? Here again these two miracles 

of Peter give an answer. Because the miracles that Jesus does through Peter here are an 

illustration of what Jesus is doing in the world. 

When we looked at Acts 5 we thought about how miracles are like tester pots when you are 

decorating your house. By putting a small patch of fresh paint in a new colour on a wall of 

your house, you can step back and imagine what it’s going to be like when the whole room 

is redocrated. The pont isn’t to use more and more paint patches to fix things—the greater 

work of decoration will come later. In the same way, miracles give us a glimpse of what 

Jesus is doing today and what he will do when he returns and the new creation begins. 

And the glimpse they give is of restoration and resurrection. 

For Aeneas, imagne what it must have been like to be bedridden and paralysed for 8 years. 

So much struggle to do everyday things, so much limitation stopping him from being the 

person he wanted to be and doing what he wanted to do. And yet in a moment he is healed 

and has his abilitiy restored to him. 

For Tabitha, she was such a godly and kind woman who had touched so many lives, but now 

there was just death and despair. And yet what joy when in answer to Peter’s prayer she 

opens her eyes and is helped to her feet! 

In both we see an illustration of the new and full life that Jesus brings to his people! We are 

brought back into life with God, renwed so that we can live the life that we were made for, 

and promised eternal life in a remade world free from all sickness and death when Jesus 

returns! This is how God is at work—how Jesus answers the longings that we rightly have 

when we look at the world around us! This should make us long for his return and the future 

we can have with him. But also, like the people who were there with Peter, it should lead us 

to turn to Jesus, and to believe in Jesus. Turning to him as we are restored to relationship 

with God and can now live with him and delighting in him the way we were desinded to, and 

believing in him and trusting him for that resurrection life that his own resurrection opens 

the way for for each of us. So as we prepare to receive communion, let’s use it as a time to 

renew our turning and trusting in him! 



RELATED BIBLE PASSAGES / OTHER INFORMATION 

Matthew 16:16-18   16 Simon Peter answered, "You 

are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17 Jesus 

replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 

was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in 

heaven.  18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not overcome it.  

 

 

Acts 2:22   22 "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of 

Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among 

you through him, as you yourselves know.  

 

2 Corinthians 12:12   12 The things that mark an 

apostle--signs, wonders and miracles--were done 

among you with great perseverance.  



SERVICE OUTLINE ACTS 9:32-43 

SERMON NOTES  

Introduction—what is God doing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is at work through the apostolic gospel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is at work bringing restoration and resurrection 

 FAMILY TABLE TALK 

Here is a question for parents and children to discuss over a 

meal time one day… 

Where do we see Jesus at work in the world today? 

Song lyrics appear on the screen.  Paper copies are available 

from the table in the entrance lobby. 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION Ed Pennington 

SONG Come people of the risen king 

 Behold our God 

CONFESSION 

Our heavenly Father thank you that you love us 

and care for us all the time. We know that this 

week we have not always lived the way you tell 

us. We have done wrong things and not done all 

the good things we should have done. Only you 

can save us, so please forgive us and help us to 

live as your friends. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS Ben Moon 

SONG Day after Day 

5-11s leave for children’s church in the scout hut (they will be 

brought back to the hall after the service). There are also 

separate crèches / groups for 0-4s in the hall. 

BIBLE READING Caroline Bird 

Acts 9:32-43 p.1103 

(Chinese Bibles p.886) 

SERMON  

Extended sermon notes in simple English are available on the 

welcome desk for anyone who would find them helpful.  

SONG There is an everlasting kindness 

COMMUNION 
See extra sheet 

SONG Awake, awake O Zion 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please join us for refreshments in the church hall,  

including a meal for the kids.  

Growth groups meet during the week. Part of what we do is to 

help each other think through more deeply what we learn on 

Sundays—and then be ready to change as a result. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in 

the teaching from God’s word on Sunday? 

2. How would you answer someone who 

expressed frustration or despair that God 

doesn’t seem to be active in the world today? 

3. Who is Peter? What significance does this 

have given the overall plot line of Acts which 

is seeing the spread of the gospel to the ends 

of the earth? 

4. How do the two miracles in this passage 

show us that Jesus is working through Peter? 

5. How do the miracles themselves point us to 

the great work of Jesus in the gospel? 

6. Do you have confidence and expectation that 

the apostolic gospel is the way in which Jesus 

will work in people today? 

7. How did people respond (v35,42)? How does 

this relate to the way in which we are called 

to respond to the gospel? 

GROWTH GROUPS 


