
SERVICE OUTLINE MATTHEW 22:1-14 
SERMON NOTES  
Missing out?     There’s a wonderful invitation…  ...but refusing it is disastrous                ...but abusing it is disastrous              Don’t miss out!  

Growth groups meet during the week. Part of what we do is to help each other think through more deeply what we learn on Sundays—
and then be ready to change as a result. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in the 
teaching from God’s word on Sunday? 

2. Why does Jesus use a wedding banquet to describe the Kingdom of Heaven? How can we use 
this picture in our discipleship and evangelism? 

3. How is the warning on rejecting the invitation relevant for Jesus’ audience, and also for us 
today? 

4. How does the king inviting all sort of people into 
the banquet illustrate the gospel message? 

5. How is the warning on abusing the invitation 
relevant for Jesus’ audience, and for us today? 

Song lyrics appear on the screen.  Paper copies are available from 
the table in the entrance lobby. 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION Ed Pennington 
SONG Grace unmeasured 
[Time of confession] 
 You’re the Word of God the Father 
CHILDREN’S ITEM Ben Moon 
SONG For God so loved the world 

5-11s leave for children’s church in the scout hut (they will be brought back to the hall after the service). There are also separate 
crèches / groups for 0-4s in the hall. 

BIBLE READING Tom Davis Matthew 22:1-14 p.990 
(Chinese Bibles p.800) 
SERMON Matthew Lawes 

Extended sermon notes in simple English are available on the 
welcome desk for anyone who would find them helpful.  

SONGS Maker of the heavens and earth 
 You’re grace is enough 
PRAYERS Brian Hinchliffe 
SONG The kingdom of God 
CLOSING PRAYER 

Please join us for refreshments in the church hall,  
including a meal for the kids.  

^ GROWTH GROUPS & FAMILY TABLETALK 
6. Is there a danger of Christians taking this point too far and being weighed down by worry? If so how 

do we get a healthy balance? 
Case Study: Mary had an exciting conversion as a student when she heard the Christian message for the first time. She had been living a pretty wild life and saw that the striving for happiness wasn’t getting her anywhere but this invitation was much better. A few years later she is drifting back into that old way of life and her Christian friends are worried. How would you 
approach talking to her about this? 

And here is a question for parents and children to discuss over a 
meal time one day… 
Why is heaven often described like a big feast? 


