
SERVICE OUTLINE MATTHEW 26:31-46 
SERMON NOTES  

The path we could not follow… 
 
 
 
 
 
 The sorrow we did not share 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The prayer we did not pray 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The hope we can have 

Song lyrics appear on the screen.  Paper copies are available. 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION Ed Pennington 

SONGS O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer 
 In Christ alone 

CONFESSION 

 Father forgive us. 
 Save us and help us. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
for ever. Amen.  

CHILDREN’S ITEM Ben Moon & Jonny Evans 

SONG God sits in the highest place 

5-11s leave for children’s church in the scout hut (they will be 
brought back to the hall after the service). There are also separate 
crèches / groups for 0-4s in the hall. 

BIBLE READING Jo Smith 

Matthew 26:31-46 p.997 (Chinese Bibles p.805) 

SERMON  

Extended sermon notes in simple English are available on the 
welcome desk for anyone who would find them helpful.  

SONG You chose the cross 

PRAYERS Rachel Turner 

SONG Man of sorrows 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please join us for refreshments in the church hall, including a meal 
for the kids.  

Growth groups meet during the week. Part of what we do is to help 
each other think through more deeply what we learn on Sundays—

and then be ready to change as a result. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in the 
teaching from God’s word this Sunday? 

2. In v31 and v34, Jesus predicts the disciples 
desertion. How does this aloneness of Jesus 
parallel what he is about to go through? 

3. What words describe Jesus in Gethsemane? What 
should our response be… 

· if we consider the seriousness of sin 
· If we feel burdened by guilt 
· as we come to Jesus as our saviour 

4. Jesus talks about drinking the cup. From Isaiah 
51:17 and 21, what does this signify? Why is it 

^ GROWTH GROUPS & FAMILY TABLETALK 
important to keep this central to our 
understanding of the cross? 

5. How does Jesus’ prayer illustrate the relationship 
between Father and Son in the Trinity? 

6. How would you use this passage to answer 
someone who said that all religions lead to God? 

7. [EXTRA:] Whilst not the main point of the passage, 
what lesons can we learn here about the nature of 
prayer? 

Family Tabletalk: 

Why was Jesus so overwhelmed with sorrow as he 
prepared to die on the cross? 



SERVICE OUTLINE 
Song lyrics appear on the screen.  Paper copies are available. 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION Ed Pennington 

SONGS O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer 
 In Christ alone 

CONFESSION 

 Father forgive us. 
 Save us and help us. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
for ever. Amen.  

SONG I stand amazed   

BIBLE READING Kate Bricklebank 

Matthew 26:31-46 p.997 (Chinese Bibles p.805) 

SERMON  

Extended sermon notes in simple English are available on the 
welcome desk for anyone who would find them helpful.  

TIME OF REFLECTION 

PRAYERS Andrew White 

SONGS You chose the cross 
 Man of sorrows 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please join us for a meal in the church hall.  

Growth groups meet during the week. Part of what we do is to help 
each other think through more deeply what we learn on Sundays—

and then be ready to change as a result. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in the 
teaching from God’s word this Sunday? 

2. In v31 and v34, Jesus predicts the disciples 
desertion. How does this aloneness of Jesus 
parallel what he is about to go through? 

3. What words describe Jesus in Gethsemane? What 
should our response be… 

· if we consider the seriousness of sin 
· If we feel burdened by guilt 
· as we come to Jesus as our saviour 

4. Jesus talks about drinking the cup. From Isaiah 
51:17 and 21, what does this signify? Why is it 

^ GROWTH GROUPS & FAMILY TABLETALK 
important to keep this central to our 
understanding of the cross? 

5. How does Jesus’ prayer illustrate the relationship 
between Father and Son in the Trinity? 

6. How would you use this passage to answer 
someone who said that all religions lead to God? 

7. [EXTRA:] Whilst not the main point of the passage, 
what lesons can we learn here about the nature of 
prayer? 

Family Tabletalk: 

Why was Jesus so overwhelmed with sorrow as he 
prepared to die on the cross? 
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