
SERVICE OUTLINE 1 THESSALONIANS 1:8-10 
SERMON NOTES  

Why did Christianity go viral? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 They turned to God from idols 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 To serve the living and true God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 And to wait for his Son 

Song lyrics appear on the screen.  Paper copies are available. 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION Rob Bridgewater 

SONGS God immortal, invisible 
 Come praise and glorify 

INTERVIEW: Chris Maden 

CHILDREN’S SLOT Jonny Evans 

SONG Day after day 

5-11s leave for children’s church in the scout hut (they will be 
brought back to the hall after the service). There are also separate 
crèches / groups for 0-4s in the hall. 

BIBLE READING Iona Sewards 
1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 p.1186 (Chinese Bibles p.958) 

SERMON Ed Pennington 

Extended sermon notes in simple English are available on the 
welcome desk for anyone who would find them helpful.  

SONGS I once was lost in darkest night 
 O great God of highest Heaven 

CONFESSION 
Almighty Father; we come to you, confessing the 
things we try to conceal from you and the things we 
try to conceal from others. We confess the heartbreak, 
worry, and sorrow we have caused, that make it 
difficult for others to forgive us. We confess the times 
we have made it easy for others to do wrong, and the 
harm we have done that troubles our own selves.  
Lord, please have mercy on us today and forgive us 
through Christ who died for us.  Amen. 
Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that 
we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his 
wounds you have been healed”. (1 Peter 2:24) 

PRAYERS Lucy Morley 

SONG When peace like a river 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please join us for refreshments in the church hall, including a meal 
for the kids.  

Growth groups meet during the week. Part of what we do is to help 
each other think through more deeply what we learn on Sundays—
and then be ready to change as a result. Here are some questions. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in the 
teaching from God’s word this Sunday? 

2. The Thessalonian church attracted early 
opposition, and widespread interest. Should we 
expect the same today? 

3. What does it means to “turn to God from idols”? 
How can we identify the idols which captivate our 
hearts, and how can we actively turn from them? 

4. How would you answer someone who said that 
“serving the living and true God” sounded like a 

bad thing rather than a good thing? 

5. How is Jesus described in v10? What will waiting 
for him look like in terms of: 
Assurance? 
Hope? 

Case Study: 
Your friend says they want to become a Christian—how 
will these verses help you to support and encourage 
them? 

Family Tabletalk: 

If someone becomes a Christian what change would 
you expect to see? 

^ GROWTH GROUPS & FAMILY TABLETALK 
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worry, and sorrow we have caused, that make it 
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Please join us for a meal together in the church hall.  
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 And to wait for his Son 

Growth groups meet during the week. Part of what we do is to help 
each other think through more deeply what we learn on Sundays—
and then be ready to change as a result. Here are some questions. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in the 
teaching from God’s word this Sunday? 

2. The Thessalonian church attracted early 
opposition, and widespread interest. Should we 
expect the same today? 

3. What does it means to “turn to God from idols”? 
How can we identify the idols which captivate our 
hearts, and how can we actively turn from them? 

4. How would you answer someone who said that 
“serving the living and true God” sounded like a 

bad thing rather than a good thing? 

5. How is Jesus described in v10? What will waiting 
for him look like in terms of: 
Assurance? 
Hope? 
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Your friend says they want to become a Christian—how 
will these verses help you to support and encourage 
them? 
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