
SERVICE OUTLINE ACTS 16:16-40 

One small word…. 

 

 

 

 

 

From oppression to liberation (v18-21) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From despair to joy (v22-35) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An epilogue…(v36-40) 

    

 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION Rob Bridgewater  

SONGS To God be the Glory 

 O Lord my Rock and My Redeemer 

CONFESSION 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against 

you and against our neighbour, in thought and word and 

deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our 

own deliberate fault.  We are truly sorry and repent of all our 

sins.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you 

in newness of life to the glory of your name.   Amen 

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose 

sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does 

not count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit.(Ps 32) 

SONG He Will Hold Me Fast 

CHILDREN’S ITEM Lucy Cross 

SONG Be Bold, Be Strong 

5-11s leave for children’s church in the scout hut (they will be 

brought back to the hall after the service). There are also separate 

crèches / groups for 0-4s in the hall. Some weeks we also have a 

Pathfinder group for 11-15s. 

BIBLE READING Iona Sewards 

Acts 16:16-40 p.1112 

(Chinese Bibles p.892) 

SERMON  

Extended sermon notes in simple English are available on the 

welcome desk for anyone who would find them helpful.  

VIDEO—LIFE EXPLORED 

SONG Amazing Grace 

PRAYERS Sophie Bryant 

SONG And Can It Be 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please join us for refreshments in the church hall. There is a meal for 

kids and any others staying on for our student group or Equip 

Programme. 

Members of the prayer team will be available at the front right of 

church, and would be happy to talk and pray with you about anything. 

Growth groups meet during the week. Part of what we do is to help 

each other think through more deeply what we learn on Sundays—

and then be ready to change as a result. Here are some questions. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in the 

teaching from God’s word on Sunday? 

2. Look at the episode involving the slave girl (v16-

21).  How is she freed from her oppression? How 

does the gospel help with spiritual oppression 

today? 

3. Why do Paul and Silas pray and sing to God (v25)? 

Why don’t they seem to feel despair? 

4. Why does the jailor feel despair (25-28)?  What 

makes us despair—even for a short time?  

5. How does the gospel specifically help in such 

situations to bring joy from despair; how might we 

encourage one another?     

6. Look at how Lydia (last week), the slave girl and 

the jailor are described in Acts 16.  What 

differences do you note, and what does this tell us 

about the power of the gospel?  

And here is a question for parents and children to discuss over a 

meal time one day… 

How does the gospel help and change us when we feel 

sad about things we can’t control?  

GROWTH GROUPS & FAMILY TABLETALK 


