
SERVICE OUTLINE ACTS 17:16-34 

An unknown God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five ways we might think wrongly about God: 

 

If we think God is in buildings, we don’t know him. 

 

 

 

 

 

If we think God is needy, we don’t know him. 

 

 

 

 

 

If we think God is distant, we don’t know him. 

 

 

 

 

 

If we think God is indifferent, we don’t know him. 

 

 

 

 

 

If we think God is unknowable, we don’t know him. 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION Ed Pennington  

SONGS Maker of the heavens and earth 

 Come behold the wondrous mystery 

CONFESSION 

Our heavenly Father thank you that you love us and 

care for us all the time. We know that this week we 

have not always lived the way you tell us. We have 

done wrong things and not done all the good things 

we should have done. Only you can save us, so please 

forgive us and help us to live as your friends. We ask 

this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save 

sinners, bring us his pardon and peace, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD VIDEO 

PRAYERS Hannah Sutton 

SONG No-one is good 

5-11s leave for children’s church in the scout hut (they will be 

brought back to the hall after the service). There are also separate 

crèches / groups for 0-4s in the hall. Some weeks we also have a 

Pathfinder group for 11-15s. 

BIBLE READING Paul Sutton 

Acts 17:16-34 p.1113 

(Chinese Bibles p.893) 

SERMON  

Extended sermon notes in simple English are available on the 

welcome desk for anyone who would find them helpful.  

SONG There is a fountain 

HOLY COMMUNION 

See separate Sheet 

SONG Crown him with many crowns 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please join us for refreshments in the church hall. There is a meal for 

kids and any others staying on for our student group or Equip 

Programme. 

Growth groups meet during the week. Part of what we do is to help 

each other think through more deeply what we learn on Sundays—

and then be ready to change as a result. Here are some questions. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in the 

teaching from God’s word on Sunday? 

2. Paul is greatly distressed to see Athens a “city full 

of idols”. What things do you think he would have 

seen on a tour of Sheffield / our family, friends 

and colleagues? 

3. What mistaken ideas about God does Paul try to 

correct in his speech at the Areopagus?  

For each one that you find, what are our 

equivalents today (for the Christian and for the 

non-Christan)? 

 

4. In v30-31, what does the resurrection prove, and 

what should our response be? 

5. From this passage, what lessons can we learn 

from Paul as we consider our evangelism? 

This week our Life Explored course is starting—pray for 

people who you are inviting, that they will be able to 

come, and that they will come to know God. 

And here is a question for parents and children to discuss over a 

meal time one day… 

If someone says they believe in God, but that they don’t 

know what God is like, what can we say to them? 

GROWTH GROUPS & FAMILY TABLETALK 


