
SERVICE OUTLINE ACTS 19:23-41 

Introduction: different reactions to Christianity 
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Christianity Outshines Idols 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION Rob Bridgewater  

SONGS Only A Holy God 

 King of Kings 

CONFESSION 

Father, forgive us: 

Save us and help us. 

When we were dead in trespasses, and the uncircumcision of 

our flesh, God made us alive together with Christ, when he 

forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood 

against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it 

to the cross. (From Col 2:13-14) 

CHILDRENS SLOT Lucy Cross 

PSALM 115:1-9 

SONG God Sits in the Highest Place 

5-11s leave for children’s church in the scout hut (they will be 

brought back to the hall after the service). There are also separate 

crèches / groups for 0-4s in the hall. Some weeks we also have a 

Pathfinder group for 11-15s. 

BIBLE READING Hephzibah Ogunro 

Acts 19:23-41 p.1116 

(Chinese Bibles p.895) 

SERMON Ed Pennington 

Extended sermon notes in simple English are available on the 

welcome desk for anyone who would find them helpful.  

SONG Two Sins 

 All This World Now Boasts  

PRAYERS Marianne Daniell 

SONG Be Thou My Vision 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please join us for refreshments in the church hall. There is a meal for 

kids and any others staying on for our student group. 

Growth groups meet during the week. Part of what we do is to help 

each other think through more deeply what we learn on Sundays—

and then be ready to change as a result. Here are some questions. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in the 

teaching from God’s word on Sunday? 

2. Look back at 19:8-10 and 19:19. It’s clear that 

the gospel has been having a big impact in 

Ephesus for some time. So why is there a “great 

disturbance” now? (see how the ESV translates 

v23-24) 

3. How should we define “idolatry”, so that we think 

in terms of the heart, rather than physical 

statues / shrines? 

4. How does Christianity threaten the idols of our 

age—pick one of two from this list (or others) and 

discuss: money, power, career, success, self-

fulfilment, sex and relationships. 

5. The sermon related the parable of the soils, in 

particular the seed sown on shallow and thorny 

soil, to this clash of the gospel with idols—how 

does this help us to understand our hearts, and 

the need for Christ to be first in our affections? 

And here is a question for parents and children to discuss over a 

meal time one day… 

Question: What is idolatry, and why is Jesus so much 

better than anything else we could love or worship? 

GROWTH GROUPS & FAMILY TABLETALK 


