
SERVICE OUTLINE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT: JOY 

SERMON NOTES  

Introduction: The Spirit will grow our joy… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
When we count God’s kingdom as our greatest treasure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we count God’s kingdom as worth any cost 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION Rob Bridgewater 

SONG May the peoples praise you 

CHILDREN’S ITEM Children’s ministry team 

PRAYERS  Catriona Senior 

BIBLE READING Hannah Sutton 

Matthew 13:44-46 p.980 
(Chinese Bibles p.793) 

SONG The Fruit of the Spirit  

5-11s leave for children’s church in the scout hut (they will be 
brought back to the hall after the service). There are also separate 

crèches / groups for 0-4s in the hall. 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT: JOY  Ed Pennington 

Extended sermon notes in simple English are available on the 

welcome desk for anyone who would find them helpful.   

SONG The kingdom of God is justice and joy 

 Come and stand before your maker 

“REAL LIFE FRUIT”  

CONFESSION 

Most merciful Father, our Creator and Judge, we 

acknowledge and confess that we have sinned against 
you in thought, word and deed.  We have not loved you 

with all our heart; and we have not loved our 

neighbour as ourselves.  We earnestly repent, and are 

truly sorry for all our sins.  For your Son our Lord Jesus 

Christ’s sake forgive us, and strengthen us to serve 

and obey you in lives wholly renewed by your Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

“If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in 

the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if 

we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his 

Son, purifies us from all sin.” (1 John 1:6–7)

COMMUNION (see separate sheet) 

SONG Tell out my soul 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please join us for refreshments in the church hall, including a meal 

for the kids and anyone who is staying on for the discussion time. 

Some growth groups meet during the week over the summer. Part of 
what we do is to help each other think through more deeply what we 

learn on Sundays—and then be ready to change as a result. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in the 

teaching from God’s word on Sunday? 

2. Talk about any of the following set of questions: 

Where do people seek joy in our society today? 

What is the problem with joyless Christianity? 

How would you define joy? Does our definition work for 

having joy in suffering? 

3. In the two parables Jesus tells, the kingdom of 

heaven is a great treasure: 

• In what ways can we find our enjoyment in 

being part of God’s kingdom? 

GROWTH GROUPS & FAMILY TABLETALK 

4. In the two parables, the kingdom of heaven costs 

the two men everything, yet they are filled with joy. 

• How does this help us to have joy through 

suffering? 

• What role does future hope have in our joy 

(c.f. Romans 12:12) 

Case study: 

“Christians are such killjoys” says a friend—how would 

you answer? 

And here is a question for parents and children to discuss over a 

meal time one day… 

Would you stop being a Christian for £1000? Why/why 

not? 

Members of the prayer team will be available at the front right of 

church, and would be happy to talk and pray with you about anything. 


