
SERVICE OUTLINE ROMANS  14:1-23 

SERMON NOTES  

When there are disputable matters at church… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t judge (v1-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t obstruct (v13-23) 

SONGS Come praise and glorify 

 Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven  

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION Rob Bridgewater 

CHILDREN’S ITEM Lucy Cross 

SONG Superglue song  

5-11s leave for children’s church in the scout hut (they will be 

brought back to the hall after the service). There are also separate 

crèches / groups for 0-4s in the hall. 

BIBLE READING Naomi Vaughan 

Romans 14:1-23 p.1140 

(Chinese Bibles p.915) 

SERMON  Ed Pennington 

Extended sermon notes in simple English are available on the 

welcome desk for anyone who would find them helpful.   

CREED 

SONG Oh how good it is 

PRAYERS Ben Christmas 

CONFESSION 

Most merciful Father, our Creator and Judge, we 

acknowledge and confess that we have sinned against 

you in thought, word and deed.  We have not loved you 

with all our heart; and we have not loved our 

neighbour as ourselves.  We earnestly repent, and are 

truly sorry for all our sins.  For your Son our Lord Jesus 

Christ’s sake forgive us, and strengthen us to serve 

and obey you in lives wholly renewed by your Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and 

remission of all our sins, time for amendment of life, and 

the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

COMMUNION 

See separate sheet 

SONG Come people of the risen King 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please come through to the hall where there’s food for everyone.  

Hot drinks are served at the back of the main church area—notices 

are given later. 

Growth groups meet during the week. Part of what we do is to help 

each other think through more deeply what we learn on Sundays—

and then be ready to change as a result. Here are some questions. 

1. What struck, challenged or encouraged you in the 

teaching from God’s word on Sunday? 

2. Paul talks about eating meat or not as being a 

“disputable matter”. But in Galatians he talks 

about sticking to Jewish food laws as being part of 

a false gospel. What’s the difference? 

3. Often when we say something is disputable, we 

mean that the issue is not clear. Is that how Paul 

views this question of whether it’s OK to eat 

meat? 

4. Given all of which, how might you define what 

GROWTH GROUPS & FAMILY TABLETALK 

counts as a “disputable matter”? 

5. Today, how might we “judge” or “look down on” 

others over such disputable matters? 

6. In v1-12, what things should we remember so that 

we won’t judge others? 

7. In v1-13, what should our desire be for others with 

whom we disagree? And how might we work this 

out in practice? 

And here is a question for parents and children to discuss over a 

meal time one day… 

Can you remember our memory verse (Rom 15:7)?  

What does it mean? 


