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WHAT EXACTLY IS

CHURCH?

CHRIST CHURCH ENDCLIFFE

SESSION 1 : BIBLICAL 
DEPICTIONS OF CHURCH



Take a few moments with the people 
around you to see how many different 
ways the New Testament describes 
Church? 
Bride   Eph 5, Rev 21   Vine   John 15 

Body   1 Cor 12    Flock   Luke 12, Acts 20 

New / True Israel Gal 6    Field   1 Cor 3 

Building  1 Cor 3    Temple  Eph 2, 1 Cor 3 

 
If you are stuck….Take a look through 1 Corinthians 3, 12 and  Ephesians 2, 5. 

εκκλησια: church, gathering or assembly. 
And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not overcome it' (Mt. 16:18) 

Stephan Speaking of Moses in acts 7:38 “He was in the assembly in the 
wilderness, with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our 
ancestors; and he received living words to pass on to us.” 

The day of the Assembly Deut 18:16, 10:4 - the Lord Spoke to you 

“Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they may learn to revere me as long 
as they live in the land and may teach them to their children” (Dt. 4:10) 

“You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and 
brought you to myself' (Ex. 19:4) 

HE BROUGHT THEM OUT IN ORDER TO BRING THEM IN TO THE ASSEMBLY 
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EXODUS



But you have come to Mt Zion 
There are other gatherings (Eg Neh 8)  
But this is THE Day - the gathering - the church. Isaiah 2.  
Also picked up in the new testament Heb 12:18-29 

Heb 12:18-29 

What similarities do you see with Exodus 19? 

Come to God, Assembly, Covenant,  

What differences? 

Heavenly, Angels,  

What should we do? 

Listen, Worship with respect and awe 

How does seeing CCE as an early copy of that heavenly reality change how approach coming to 
church? 

The church ministers to God in worship, to the saints in nurture, and to the world in 
witness. 

An earthly copy of a heavenly reality. 
They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the 
tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern 
that was shown you on the mountain. Heb 8:5 

Exodus 33 - Calf, God proposes to go ahead but not dwell with them, Moses won’t 
have it. Whole purpose was so that God would come with them.  
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What are the dimensions 
of the Holy of Holies? (1 
Kings 6:20)

What are on the curtain 
here? Ex 26:31

What language is used to 
describe this? Ex 25:21-26

What happened in 
Exodus 40:34-38? What 
did it show?

What happens here?

The glory of the lord, His presence in the 
temple - note the cloud - like the day of 
the assembly

20x20x20

Cherubim - like the garden 

Like Isaiah 6 

 

Like a tree - garden language

Sacrifice - Is 6
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God’s presence with God’s people. 

FILL AND SUBDUE 1v28 

East End Garden  2v6 

Tree of live v9River flowing out 2v10

God’s presence with God’s people. 

FILL AND SUBDUE -  Ez 47 

East End Garden - Tree of live  

River flowing out Ez 47

John 1 :14 - Tabernacles 

John 2:19ff - temple 3 days 

John 4 - living water 

Pentecost Ex 40 Why tenges of fire 

1 cor 6:9 
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Pentecost Ex 40 Why tenges of fire 

Royal priest hood 

Temple language  

Rev 21 
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Serve God in worship 

Serve one another in 
nurture 

Serve one the world in 
witness 
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WHAT EXACTLY IS
CHURCH?

Some Resources you might want to check out to go little deeper… 

Why Bother with Church? Sam Allberry  
This is a fantastic and very short little book that would be a great 
fi rst read to think a little bit about what the churches and now 
practically a local church should function 

How to walk into church Tony Payne  
Slightly more short and devotional book thinking about how to 
approach church each week. 

The Church Edmund Clowney.   
A comprehensive look at the doctrine of the church and its 
outworking in the marks of the church, her structures and 
practices. 

3 Talks on Church for Youth 

2 Talks on Church for adults 


