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How would you summarise
the message in a
sentence?

What thing struck,
challenged or encouraged
you the most?

What is your prayer given
what we’ve heard?

Introduction
This is the story of desert grumbling and divine
giving. A pattern repeated three times in a row
(15:22-17:7).

The Bible says that the events here are a picture
for us of the

__________________________ .

And we need to learn the lessons from their
mistakes, and from what they came to see about
God and what putting our faith in him means.

Desert Grumbling
“Grumbling” is a repeated word throughout
these chapters. What are they grumbling about
in v2-3?

____________________________

There were genuine problems! But there is a
difference between “crying out”/”groaning” to
God (as Moses does in 17:4) and “grumbling”
against him.

Grumbling is suffering __________________

Groaning is suffering ___________________

Their grumbling…

• distorts r___________

• doubts God’s c_____________

How will we respond when we are in “desert
times”?

Divine Giving
God hears their grumbling and responds with
________ .

He sends quail (as a one-off, though see
Numbers 11 for another time) and manna - a
daily provision of food for the next 40 years!

What lessons did he want them to learn:

That he provides everything we need (v17-18)

That we need to keep depending on him (v20)

That we need to rest in him (v27)

Deuteronomy 8:3 -
“He humbled you, causing you to hunger and
then feeding you with manna, which neither you
nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that
man does not live on bread alone but on every
word that comes from the mouth of the LORD”

They were instructed to keep some manna in a
container, to help them always to remember the
lessons - so that they would trust God through
difficult times.

We don’t need manna in a jar - or water from a
rock. We have Jesus - that those things were
pointing to.

Jesus is the b__________________ (John 6:35)

Jesus gives us l________________ (John 4:10)

Jesus is the one who is s________ for us

So when we are going “through the desert” - we
shouldn’t grumble - we know that God is not
absent, and that he is not against us - because
we know that we have been saved by Jesus!


