
Historical setting 
It is widely accepted that the author of the book is 

James the brother of Jesus, who was the leader of 

the Jerusalem church in the early years of the 

church, until his martyrdom in AD62. The precise 

date for this letter could be any time from the mid-

40s through to 62AD. 

In 1:1 the letter is addressed “To the twelve tribes 

scattered among the nations” - thus it seems that 

this was a general letter (a ‘circular’), addressed to 

Jewish Christians who have spread out across the 

region, and are facing persecution and poverty. 

Perhaps as a result of these troubles, some had 

fallen into a worldly lifestyle, and were not putting 

their faith into practice, with the result that they had 

become “double-minded”, wavering between God 

and the world. 

James and Paul 
Over the years there has been some controversy 

about the book of James. Martin Luther called it “an 

epistle of straw”, and criticised the fact that the 

book contains no obvious reference to the death 

and resurrection of Jesus, and also that James’ 

emphasis on good works was an apparent 

contradiction to the apostle Paul’s insistence that 

we are saved by grace through faith. 

However, these criticisms are easily answered. On 

the cross and resurrection, we should remember 

that James’ interests in this letter are more practical 

than doctrinal—he is speaking about the details of 

Christian living rather than the basis for Christian 

living. But also, whilst not explicitly mentioned, 

Jesus’ death and resurrection are clearly assumed 

and undergird all that James does say. 

As for the apparent difference between James and 

Paul—there is really no disagreement at all. But they 

each write to address a different misunderstanding. 

Paul is correcting those who think that they can 

earn their salvation, and so he explains that we are 

saved only through God’s grace. But James is 

writing to those who think that, now that they are 

Christians, they don’t need to be concerned about 

godliness, and so he explains that saving faith must 

lead to good works. 

James 

IntegrITy of faith 
Christ Church Endcliffe, June-Sept 2016 

“Practise what you preach” the saying goes. And 

one of the biggest criticisms our culture has of the 

church today is our failure to do just that.  

James is a book about Christian integrity—living out 

one’s faith and being a doer and not just a hearer of 

the word.  

This principle is applied to many different areas of 

personal and church life, and so James illustrates 

for us the far-reaching implications that the gospel 

of Christ should have for how we live as his people. 

Series prayer 
Loving Father,  

we praise you for bringing us to faith  

in the Lord Jesus Christ,  

trusting in his death and resurrection  

to set us free from sin and to enjoy life with you.  

We pray that our lives would be shaped by this faith,  

so that in our thoughts, words and deeds  

we live in conformity with your word and your will. 

Grant us a single-minded devotion to you,  

and lead us to follow Jesus with integrity,  

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 



James has an unusual style among NT books. If the gospels are like a journal or biography (telling the story of Jesus’ life),

and Paul’s letters are like an essay (a structured argument with points building on each other), then James is like a 

magazine! It contains a series of separate teachings, but all around a central theme of Christian integrity. Here’s how we 

might see it laid out today! 

Lifestyle 

Profile 

INTEGRITY 

MAGAZINE
DON’T WASTE  

YOUR SUFFERING! 

How to make the most from 

the worst times of life.  

JOY—Seeing beyond 

suffering to what it achieves, 

and expecting God to be at 

work to grow your faith. 

1:1-18 (26 June) 

PERSEVERANCE—Keeping 

going through suffering, 

knowing that God will finally 

bring about change.  

5:7-12 (28 August) 

ACTION MAN! 

Learning from Abraham, a 

man who showed his faith in 

action—a lesson for every 

Christian today to learn! 

2:14-26 (17 July) 

WHAT DID YOU SAY? 

Looking at the power of 

words (for good and evil), 

and why all of us have a 

problem with what we say! 

3:1-12 (24 July) 

PLANNING PITFALLS 

When arrogance and self-

sufficiency means we leave 

God out of our plans. 

4:13-17 (14 August) 

“Get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so 

prevalent, and humbly accept the word planted in you, 

which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, 

and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

What does it mean to let the gospel we believe take 

root in our lives and bear fruit in our actions? 

1:19-27 (3 July) 

THE IMPLANTED WORD
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Comment 

News 

INTEGRITY 

MAGAZINE 

CHURCH SCANDAL 

We expose two of the worst 

failings in the church today: 

FAVOURITISM—churches 

where if you don’t show up 

looking good, they’ll shove 

you at the back! 

2:1-13 (10 July) 

OPPRESSION—rich 

Christians who exploit the 

poor and live as though 

judgement will never come! 

5:1-6 (21 August) 

TRUE WISDOM 

Who do you listen to, and 

what messages are you 

taking in? It may be having a 

bigger effect on your life 

than you think! 

3:13-18 (31 July) 

LIVING FOR #1? 

Why putting yourself first 

means you’ll end up coming 

last in life. Instead, humble 

submission to God leads to 

full life in him! 

4:1-12 (7 August) 

PRAYER TIME 

Why prayer is the right 

response, whatever you’re 

going through. 

5:13-20 (4 September) 

“Get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so 

prevalent, and humbly accept the word planted in you, 

which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, 

and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 

What does it mean to let the gospel we believe take 

root in our lives and bear fruit in our actions?  

 

THE IMPLANTED WORD 


