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Prayer for the Series 

Heavenly Father, 

We praise you that you are our creator,  

and are sovereign over all your works. 

As we experience the pain and suffering of the world, 

please help us to persevere in faith: 

to see your glory, 

to trust your wisdom, 

and to hope in our Redeemer, Jesus Christ, 

who suffered and died for us, 

rose in victory, and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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Introduction 

Just days ago a 7.9 Richter earthquake has hit Nepal. Thousands are dead, 

a country is devastated. It was a Saturday, the day of worship for 

Christians. As they fled out from their church buildings to see the world 

crumbling around them, how long do you think it was before the question 

formed on their lips and in their prayers: ‘why?’ 

Job is a staggeringly honest book. A book which knows what people 

actually say and think – and not just what they say publicly in church. It 

knows what we say through our tears and behind closed doors. It shows 

the raw emotions and heartfelt cries that come when life falls apart around 

us. 

Through the intensity of one man’s suffering, and his anguished and 

persistent prayer for God to answer and explain, we gain an insight into the 

world we know, and the suffering we endure. 

However, Job is not a man-centred book. Its purpose is not to answer the 

questions we pose about why there is suffering in the world. It has a bigger 

concern: that we will see the God who stands behind creation, whose 

power and understanding far outweigh our own, and who can be trusted. 

Of course, as with the whole Bible, Job is a book about the cross of Christ. 

It is a story of the undeserved suffering of a believer who continues to 

worship God, simply because God is God, and not for anything God gives 

him. In his obedience and perseverance, Job foreshadows the perfect 

obedience of Jesus. 

Job also drives us to the cross, because if we must trust God even when 

life falls apart, then we need to know that he is trustworthy. And if trust 

must be earned, then has not God earned it at the cross? As we face 

suffering, even gut-wrenching innocent suffering that we cannot 

understand, predict or control, then we know we can turn to the one who 

has suffered for us – who knows our pain, and yet has triumphed over it. 
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Why study Job? 

There are many reasons why it is good for us to study Job together… 

To help us in our suffering - for many, there will already be much pain and 

suffering that we have gone through, or are going through today. We can 

join Job in his frustration, in his questioning, and in his hope for a day of 

vindication. Perhaps, as Job’s comforters would have him do, we are 

tempted to blame ourselves for what has happened, assuming that God is 

judging us, and so we add guilt to our burden of suffering. 

To prepare us for suffering – for others, suffering is not our present 

experience. But the message of Job has truths to learn and store up as 

treasure for the day when life’s suffering comes. How many of us know 

people who used to profess Christ as their Lord, but who, when a tragedy 

hit or when ambitions were unfulfilled, have turned their back on God in 

confusion and anger? We must learn from Job in knowing that God’s 

friends can and will suffer, and in seeing how it can be met with 

perseverance and hope (James 5:11). 

To deepen our appreciation of God’s glory – like, Proverbs, Job is part of 

the Bible’s wisdom literature, and seeks the answer to life’s biggest 

questions in the character of God. “The fear of God is the beginning of 

wisdom”, and in seeking to make sense of suffering it is God’s glory that 

Job, and we, need to see. He is a God who rules in the heavenly courts, 

who controls and understands all things, even Satan and evil, such that 

they can do nothing without God’s permission, and ultimately will even 

achieve his greater glory. 

To deepen our understanding of the sufferings of Christ – Job’s overall 

message is that the obedient suffering of a true believer brings glory to 

God. And in his innocent suffering Job foreshadows Jesus, and his perfect 

obedience and full suffering for us. 
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Suffering 

An armchair question or a wheelchair question 

For some, the question of suffering is asked, as it were, from the armchair. 

We are bystanders observing the suffering of the world, and let it present 

an intellectual challenge to the existence of God. 

However, we can also grapple with God with ‘wheelchair questions’ when 

we ourselves or those we love are suffering. Job asks the wheelchair 

questions. His is a visceral cry against the evil in the world and the injustice 

of where it falls. 

Just as people approach suffering in different ways, so too people respond 

differently. For some people, suffering is cited as the reason for unbelief. It 

causes them to reject, or even to hate, God. Yet for others, suffering leads 

them to God – it acts as a megaphone to wake them up to reality and to 

seek God’s comfort and promise. You don’t know Jesus is all you need, 

until Jesus is all you have. 

Varieties of suffering 

It is true that in the book of Job we have the Bible’s most extended 

treatment of the issue of suffering. However, it is not all that the Bible has 

to teach us. And in particular, we should recognise that Job’s focus is on a 

particular type of suffering – that of an innocent believer. Time and again 

we are reminded that (whilst not perfect), Job has committed no sin to 

bring his disasters upon him. 

Here are some categories of suffering (with Biblical examples): 

Suffering we bring on ourselves by our sin: Jonah endures a storm, a 

shipwreck, near drowning, and the belly of a large fish because he runs 

away from the Lord’s command. David’s adultery and murder mean that 

the sword will never leave his household, and his own son will turn against 

him. Similarly the church is Corinth is told that some of them have fallen 

sick and even died because of their treating the Lord’s Supper with 

contempt (1 Cor 11:30). 
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Suffering brought on us by the sin of others: Stephen is martyred, Paul is 

repeatedly imprisoned and beaten, Jeremiah endured the taunts of a 

generation. Each was a direct victim of the sin of others. 

Suffering brought on us indirectly by the presence of sin and death: Mary 

and Martha mourn the death of their brother Lazarus – Jesus joins them 

and weeps outside his tomb. The pain is real, yet in one sense this is 

‘ordinary’ suffering that comes to us all because we all live in a fallen 

world. 

Extreme and mysterious suffering: Some suffering doesn’t fit neatly into 

any of the above. Job’s suffering is like that. It is extraordinary suffering, 

and yet is not linked to any particular sin (indeed, it is Job’s righteousness 

that singles him out for this suffering). The man born blind in John 9 is 

similar – when the disciples ask, Jesus is clear that it not the man’s own 

sin, nor the sin of others (his parents) that has caused his blindness. It is 

extraordinary and mysterious, but it has happened so that the glory of God 

could be displayed (John 9:2). 

This last category is the most acute, and the hardest one for us to 

understand, and so we will do well to ponder the message of Job.  

But we should also notice how pastorally damaging it can be to confuse 

these categories of suffering. Job’s friends are “miserable comforters” 

because they assume that Job’s suffering is a direct result of his own sin – 

and so all their counsel and their critique is wrong, and will ultimately be 

rebuked by God (42:7).  

Modern-day examples might include a selfish person who thinks he is an 

innocent victim of being left out of a friendship group at work, when it is his 

own sinful behaviour that has caused his isolation. Instead of being 

brought to repentance, he harbours resentment. Or think of the damage 

caused if a victim of abuse convinces herself she is receiving no more than 

what she deserves for her past failures, instead of seeing that she is 

suffering because of the sin of someone close to her. 

So when suffering comes today, part of our task will be to assess our own 

lives, and the nature of the suffering itself, to determine its true category. 
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The Book of Job 

Who was Job? 

In some ways it doesn’t matter – Job is an “everyman”, and although his 

suffering is extreme, at one level he represents us all and the life that we 

live. 

In the opening verses we find that Job lived in the land of Uz. No-one knows 

where this was, though Lamentations 4:1 equates a place called Uz with 

Edom, just to the East of Israel. Certainly he lived outside of the promised 

land. Job was also a successful man “the greatest man among all the 

people of the East” (1:3). He seems to be have been a rough contemporary 

of the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, though living in a neighbouring 

land.  

Job is also a righteous man. His piety shines through in the opening 

description. Our narrator will tell us he is godly (1:22), and three times we 

will hear God affirm it (1:8, 2:3 and 42:7). It is vital that we remember it, 

especially because Job will have to endure three cycles of accusation from 

his so-called comforters. 

Of course this is not to say that Job is perfect. He himself acknowledges 

that he sins, and at the end of the book he repents before God. But he has 

integrity and faith before God, and the suffering he endures is emphatically 

not as a result of his sin. He is ‘blameless’ in a similar way to how the 

apostle Paul describes himself (1 Thess 2:10). 

What type of book is it? 

Perhaps the first thing we notice is that Job is a long book! Sadly perhaps 

that is why it is so neglected – how many of us have taken the time to read 

through the whole book thus far in our Christian lives? When we consider 

how much we struggle with suffering, it is a strange omission. 

It’s length though is actually part of the message of Job. The wheelchair 

questions of suffering and evil cannot be answered on a postcard, and 

there is no shortcut that avoids the bitter anguish that suffering brings to 

our souls. The majority of the book is given over to Job’s grappling with his 

friends. At times the conversation seems just to loop round and repeat 
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itself with no progress. James 5:11 highlights Job’s perseverance, and his 

lengthy trial is necessary to demonstrate it. 

Job is also a Wisdom book. Like Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, its basic 

message will be that to make sense of life we have to begin with a 

knowledge and fear of the Lord. Chapter 28 is a pivotal section in this 

regard. 

Job is a poetry book. Chapters 1 and 2, Elihu’s introduction in 32:1-5, and 

the epilogue in 42:7-17 are prose, but the rest of the book is all poetry. By 

nature poems are a personal response, communicating not just ideas but 

emotions. They can often touch us in a way that simple prose cannot. 

Poems cannot be summarised in bald statements, or reduced to linear 

arguments. We have to let them go to work on us. 

Finally, Job is a record of a conversation. At least, the heart of the book is, 

as Job listens to Bildad, Eliphaz, and Zophar (and later Elihu) and then 

responds. One of the complexities of reading Job is that his comforters are 

basically wrong in what they say, and yet within their speeches is much 

that is true. Similarly, Job is vindicated by God at the end for what he has 

said, and yet even he says some things that are not right, and responds in 

repentance. 
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The structure of Job 

In chapters 1-2 we are introduced to Job, and see wave upon wave of 

disasters fall upon him. As readers we are allowed to see what Job and the 

others in the story never see – a behind-the-scenes look at the heavenly 

court in which Satan questions Job’s sincerity of faith, and is given 

permission by God to test him. For Job, there is more going on than meets 

his eye. 

In chapter 3 we have Job’s lament in his deep distress. Such is his 

suffering that he wishes he had never been born. He has no rest, but only 

turmoil. 

In chapters 4-27 Job’s three ‘comforters’, Bildad, Eliphaz and Zophar take 

it in turns to speak to Job, and each time Job responds. This happens for 

three cycles. Their argument is simple: God is sovereign and just, and so 

Job must deserve his suffering – he has sinned, and is now reaping the 

consequences. They are frustrated by Job’s repeated claims that he is 

blameless. But ultimately they are silenced – the third cycle of speeches 

ends after just two of them have spoken – an indication that they have 

nothing more to say. 

In chapter 28 a new voice begins, extolling wisdom and saying that it 

cannot be found anywhere other than in the fear of the Lord. 

Job then has a final speech (29-31), which ends with a defiant call on God 

to answer him and justify himself for the suffering he has inflicted on Job. 

The young man Elihu, who we find has been present throughout, now 

speaks (32-37) rebuking Job for his presumption, and defending the 

justice of God. Elihu’s speech seems to mix some good theology about 

God’s character, with still some wrong assumptions about Job’s character. 

Finally God speaks “out of the storm” to Job (38-41), rebuking him for his 

challenge and presumption, and speaking of his unique position as Creator 

and Controller of all things, including (and especially) Behemoth and 

Leviathon – comic-book style characters that portray evil and Satan. 

Job responds in repentance and humility, before being vindicated by God, 

acting as a mediator for the three friends who have spoken wrongly about 

him, and finally having his life and wealth restored (42).  
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The diagram below shows the overall structure of the book, and the 

passages we will be looking at in our series. 
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Job and Jesus 

This is a helpful extract taken from “The NIV Proclamation Bible”, in its 

introductory pages to the book: 

Job makes no sense without the cross of Christ. It describes the 

undeserved suffering of a believer who continues to worship God, purely 

because God is God, and not for anything God gives him. In his obedience 

and perseverance, Job foreshadows the perfect obedience of Jesus Christ. 

But Job is not Jesus, and there are times when his legendary patience is 

more an impatience. There is a tension throughout the book. Job is 

affirmed at the start and end as a real believer (1:1, 8; 2:3; 42:7); the 

accusations of his friends are false. And yet he is rebuked by God for 

saying things he ought not to have said (38:2; 40:7). He does not repent of 

sins he has not committed, but he does repent of speaking wrongly of God 

(42:1—6). 

Just as Satan asked to test Job and was given permission, so he asked to 

sift the disciples (Luke 22:31-32) and was given permission. Christians 

today must expect in some way to fill up the suffering of Christ (Col 1:24) 

and be tested by Satan. What Job suffered in intense foreshadowing, Jesus 

suffered in full, and Christians must expect to suffer in some measure. The 

book of Job gives us a deep understanding of Jesus’ sufferings; it also 

prepares us for our own. 
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Job and the Problem of Suffering 

One of the surprises in the book of Job is that when God finally enters the 

stage and speaks in Chapter 38, he does not answer Job directly. 

Job never learns what we know from the early chapters. He never hears 

mention of Satan’s accusations, of the challenge to God’s glory, or of the 

Lord’s delight in him. He never sees it all – but he does see God! 

In fact, the best part about Job’s final contentment is that is comes without 

him ever knowing all the facts – the test would only work if this were the 

case. Satan says that Job only worships God because he benefits from it. 

Yet at the end Job worships God for who God is and nothing more. As ever, 

God only allows evil to the degree that it brings about the very opposite of 

what it intends – all of Satan’s assault on the glory of God ends with a true 

believer who glorifies God simply because he finds God glorious! 

This humbling answer that Job receives is one we will do well to heed. 

Perhaps we come to this book, or this series, expecting God finally to 

satisfy our intellectual or emotional demands for understanding why the 

world is the way it is. If so, we are likely to be disappointed. Only God is 

God. Only he controls or understands. Satan, whilst evil and at work in the 

world, is nonetheless “God’s Satan” (as Martin Luther put it), and – as the 

cross supremely illustrates – he will ultimately achieve nothing but the 

greater purposes of God. 

If God were small enough for us to understand his ways completely, then 

he wouldn’t be big enough to be worshipped. 

If God is big enough for us to be angry at him for allowing evil, then he 

must also be big enough to have sufficient reasons for allowing it that we 

have not yet understood. 

The real question is: can we trust this God, as Job does? The gospel says 

yes! For at the cross he is the one who knows, who cares, who saves, and 

who restores. 
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Series Overview 

The following table shows the passages that we are going to look at each 

week during our series, along with some brief comments. 

Sun 10 May 

1:1-2:10 

 

How does God treat his friends? 

Job, a righteous man, lives a full life. In the hidden councils of heaven, 

Satan suggests that Job (and by inference all believers) only worship 

God because of what they get out of it. God’s glory is under threat. And 

so Satan is given permission to test Job with suffering. Will he be a true 

believer, who continues to love God simply because he is God, and not 

for what he can get out of it? 

Wave after wave of disaster fall upon Job and his family, but despite his 

wife’s call on him to curse God and die, Job remains without sin.  

Throughout these opening chapters, four points are clear: Job really is 

blameless, Satan has real influence, The Lord is absolutely supreme, 

and the Lord gives shocking permissions. 

 

Sun 17 May 

2:11-3:26 

 

Deep darkness 

As Job’s three ‘comforters’ arrive, Job cries out in lament. He is so alone 

in his suffering and grief, he has no hope but only dwells on the past, 

and he wishes that he had never been born. It is deep darkness indeed, 

and yet through it Job does not avoid God – he knows that God is in 

control, and so it is with God that he must deal. 

The deepness of Job’s suffering, and his isolation, and a foreshadowing 

of Jesus’ suffering and loneliness of Gethsemane and the cross. 

 

Sun 24 May 

8:1-22 

 

How not to comfort 

Bildad’s speech in Chapter 8 is representative of this whole section. 

Job’s friends have a simplistic view of the world – for them, God is in 

control, God is just, and so suffering can only come as a punishment for 

sin. Therefore they repeatedly blame Job for all that has happened to 

him, and call on him to repent of his sin, and seek the forgiveness and 

restoration of God. 

But we know that Job has not sinned! Not that he is perfect, but 

certainly that his sin is not the cause of his suffering. In their simplistic 

view of the world, his comforters have no room for Satan, no room for 

waiting / future hope, and ultimately no cross – the greatest example of 

innocent suffering. 

 

Sun 31 May 

19:1-29 

[B] 

Faith in the furnace 

After each of the speeches of his friends, Job responds, and this 

Chapter is representative of them all. He continues to defend himself 

against the accusations of his friends. 

Job argues that God has wronged him, that God is against him. Just as 

his friends have no place for Satan in their theological system, so too 
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here Job cannot differentiate between God and Satan (he after all 

knows nothing of the conversation between them in heaven that we 

have witnessed). 

And yet despite his railing against God for the injustice of his present 

situation, Job still has a hope. That there will be a day of vindication – 

justice will be done and he will once more get to see and stand before 

God. There is a redeemer! 

 

Sun 7 June 

28:1-28 

[HC] 

Where can wisdom be found? 

This chapter presents wisdom as of great value, and yet unobtainable 

for us. It is a humbling chapter, which says that as creatures, we cannot 

hope to gain the Wisdom that our Creator alone will have. 

Instead, we should not seek wisdom, so much as seek the Lord. We are 

called to begin our lives of discipleship with the fear of God and 

repentance from evil. Trusting him is more important than knowing all 

the answers to life. Indeed, it is the only option for us.  

 

Sun 11114 June 

33:8-30 

[GS] 

Suffering: God’s megaphone for a deaf world 

This is part of Elihu’s speech. Elihu is indignant that Job can accuse 

God of having acted without good reason. He upholds the honour of 

God, and suggests that one way in which God is acting in suffering is 

that through it he speaks to the world. Suffering can wake people up to 

their sin and need for forgiveness and right relationship with God. 

 

Sun 21 June 

41:1-34 

 

Suffering: God’s monster 

Part of God’s response to Job, this chapter in particular focuses of the 

Lord’s control of Satan and evil (represented by the comic-book style 

characters of Leviathan and Behemoth). Leviathan is a deadly and 

awesome foe, but God is stronger still, and so he can be trusted. 

 

Sun 28 June 

42:1-17 

 

 

The end 

Job has persevered. Satan’s attempt to discredit Job and God has 

resulted in this example of a true believer who has continued to worship 

God even when there was no blessing to enjoy. Whilst Job repents of 

some of his harsh language at God, he is nonetheless vindicated by 

God in what he has said. 

As an innocent sufferer, now raised, Job reminds us of Jesus, and he 

can now offer a sacrifice for his friends to restore them after their sin. 

The book ends with Job’s fortune restored (and indeed increased) – a 

picture of the new creation which awaits us, when all things will be 

made new. 

 

[B]=Baptism; [HC]=Holy Communion; [GS]=Guest Service 
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Children’s Church 

Job is a challenging series for our children’s church. But an important one. 

There are too many people who spent years of their life coming up through 

the children’s programs of local churches, but were ill-prepared for 

suffering when it came. Like Job’s comforters, they assumed that God’s 

blessing would follow God’s people everywhere (forgetting the example of 

Jesus Christ whom we follow). 

We hope that parents will be able to use this series to talk with their 

children to help them to understand the world as it really is, the spiritual 

realities of evil and Satan, but also the God who is God and who one day 

will makes all things new. 

We have come up with a simplified series for children’s church, as follows:  

 Week 1 God, Satan and Us 

Looking at the story of Job 1 & 2, but then focussing on God and Satan in the 

Bible. Satan being real, evil and at work, but ultimately under God’s control, 

and defeated at the cross. 

Week 2 How to help someone who is suffering 

Thinking about how we can be good friends to those who suffer. We can CARE 

for them, engage in PRAYER for them, and SHARE good gospel truths with 

them.  

Week 3 The relationship between sin and suffering 

Seeing that this relationship is complex! Whilst sin has consequences, innocent 

suffering is also real, and is part of the world as it is today. 

Week 4 The redeemer 

Looking at Job 19, and Job’s hope that the day will come when everything will 

be put right and he will be vindicated. Suffering today should make us turn to 

Jesus. 

Week 5 True Wisdom 

Looking at Chapter 28, and the character of God, and how he alone can 

understand all things, and so we need to trust him. 

Week 6 How can I believe in God? 

A session thinking about how we can believe in God in the face of suffering. 

Week 7 Jesus and Suffering 

Looking at Gethsemane and the cross, to see how Jesus suffered for us, and 

through it brings us life. 

Week 8 The end of suffering 

Looking at Job 42 and also Revelation 21-22 to see the future hope we have of 

the new creation, where everything wrong will be put right and suffering will be 

at an end, 


