
Gender, Sexuality, identity and the Bible: Week 1 
Marriage and sexuality 

Why you might be here: 
•to understand what the Bible does and doesn’t say 

•because you have a need to pastorally respond to this issue 

•because you want to be able to say  something when asked about this issue 

•some other reason 

Plan: a theology of marriage before we look at sexuality, through looking at the 
very beginning and very end of the Bible as directed by Jesus.  

1.  Creation 
“Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man 
to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”   “Haven’t you read,” he 
replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 
and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’?So they are no longer 
two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.”” (Matthew 19:3–6 NIV) 
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“Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that 
they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the 
livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground.”  
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.”” (Genesis 1:26–28 NIV) 

“Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the 
man, and he brought her to the man.  The man said,  “This is now bone of 
my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was 
taken out of man.”  
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, 
and they become one flesh. Adam and his wife were both naked, and they 
felt no shame.” (Genesis 2:22–25 NIV) 

Questions  
What does Jesus say about marriage? 

What theological image does marriage point to? 

Where does the act of sexual union fit within this image? 
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First conclusion:   

  

2.  Consummation  
“Jesus spoke to them [the chief priests and the Pharisees] again in 
parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a 
wedding banquet for his son.He sent his servants to those who had been 
invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.  
“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been 
invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have 
been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’  
“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his 
business.The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.The 
king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and 
burned their city.  
“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 
invited did not deserve to come.So go to the street corners and invite to the 
banquet anyone you find.’So the servants went out into the streets and 
gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the 
wedding hall was filled with guests.  
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 
was not wearing wedding clothes.He asked, ‘How did you get in here without 
wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless.  
“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ 
“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”” (Matthew 22:1–14) 

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through 
the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or 
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wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.In this same way, 
husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his 
wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed 
and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— for we are members 
of his body.“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound 
mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of 
you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect 
her husband.” (Ephesians 5:25–33) 

“Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing 
waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:  
“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and 
give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has 
made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to 
wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.)  
Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to 
the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words 
of God.” (Revelation 19:6–9) 
“Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy 
City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, 
and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God.‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.” (Revelation 21:1–4) 

Questions  
What does Jesus say about marriage here - what is he pointing to? 

What theological image does marriage point to, particularly in Revelation? 

Where does the act of sexual union fit within this image?   
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Second conclusion:   

3.  Corruption  
“Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden.  
But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I 
heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”  
And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”  
The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit 
from the tree, and I ate it.”  Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is 
this you have done?”  The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate.” (Genesis 3:8–13) 
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How do we view sex?  
• God? 

• Gross?  

• Good? 
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Centred in Jesus:  
How do we understand what the Bible does and doesn’t say? 
Where does Jesus take us on this matter? 

How Do we respond pastorally respond to this issue? 
What does Jesus take us with out sexual identity in Jesus?  

How do we say something when asked about this issue by friends? 
How would Jesus respond when asked about the nature of marriage? 

Further resources 
Is God Anti-Gay?: Sam Alberry 
Love Thy Body: Nancy R Pearcey 
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