
Vision 2017 
Our Vision and Partnership Sundays each year help us to be the church 

God wants us to be. It gives us a time to: 

 Remember who we are in Christ, and what our priorities should be 

as his people. 

 Refocus what we are doing as individuals and as a church family. 

In 2016, we had two areas of focus, and it has been great to see prayers 

answered and progress made in each: 

Our main focus was on how we can be the “Light of the World”, being a 

blessing to our community, city and world. Series on Acts looking at the 

early church and its impact, Amos and God’s passion for justice, and 

James looking at Christian integrity each helped with this. We have also 

heard from many in the church who are involved in mercy ministries 

across the city, and increased our mission fund budget. 

Our secondary focus was on preparing for our move to two services. This 

happened in April 2016 and has been generally very positive, with the 

result that we now have space to grow. 

So we have come a long way in 12 months. And with God’s help, we can 

expect the same to be true in 2017! 

Thank you for taking the time to read . We hope that our Vision and 

Partnership Sundays will be a time of great thanksgiving and prayer as we 

look back on all God has been doing, and look ahead in expectation that 

he will continue to work in and through us, for his glory. 
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Our Overall Vision 
Our overall vision as a church is that we... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These four aims govern all that we do. Whilst some of our ministries and 

activities do more than one of them, we want to make sure that we don’t 

do anything which achieves none of them! 

This general vision remains the same each year—Vision Sunday is about 

remembering this vision, and then thinking where to focus in the year 

ahead. 

 

Reach Out—giving opportunities for 

people to discover Jesus Christ for 

themselves, and making a positive 

contribution to people’s lives. 

Glorify God—living in light of who he 

is and what he has done for us, and 

helping others to do the same.  

Send Out—people to serve God in their 

workplaces and their communities, 

and to support the mission of the 

worldwide church. 

Build Up—each other in our knowledge 

and love of God, using the gifts and 

resources he has given us as 

individuals. 

Vision 2017 
1 Peter 3:15  In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 

the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect.  

John 13:35   By this all men will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another. 

 

  

 

Light of the World 

We are aware that there is more work 

to do on this, and so we plan to 

continue working on this. 

Reaching Out Together 

We also want to focus on reaching 

out together as a church. Inviting and 

welcoming people to be with us as we 

live our life as a church family. 

This will involve Sundays, one-off 

events, and training opportunities. 



Reaching Out 
Sundays 

We want our Sunday services to encourage and 

equip us to be reaching out with the gospel. But 

also, our Sundays meetings should themselves be a 

great place for enquirers to come and to hear and 

experience the gospel for themselves. 

THE COMING KING 

Matthew 22-25, where Jesus gives his 

final teaching before his arrest, in 

particular focussing on his future 

return. 

LIFE-CHANGING GOSPEL  

Continuing in Acts, Chapters 7-12 

which centre on three very different 

people: an African official, a religious 

fundamentalist and a worldly soldier. 

A LIFE WORTH LIVING 

Going through Ecclesiastes, looking 

at how and where we can find 

meaning in life. 

HOW CAN I BE SURE? 

Topical series looking at faith, doubt 

and assurance. 

LIFE UNDER THE KING 

Finishing 2 Samuel, where we see the 

cracks in David’s kingship, and so by 

contrast see our need of Jesus. 

  
Events 

One great way to reach out to someone is to invite 

them to join you at an event where they’ll hear more 

of the gospel, and meet other Christians. This year 

we’re planning on repeating some of best events 

from previous years, and we’d love to hear ideas for 

new ones too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There’s also loads of scope for smaller scale events, 

for instance growth groups doing something 

together, or a few friends organising a meal / 

cinema trip / walk in the peaks / holiday...

Burns Night Ceilidh

In January

invitations ready in time for our 

Christmas events.

Mark Drama

In March

people from the church family 

act the whole of Mark’s gospel.

Beginners Courses

We’ll be running Christianity 

Explored and the new Life 

Explored course.
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Training 

Many of us know that reaching out is important, and 

we want to be doing it (or at least we want to want 

to!). But a lack of confidence in what to say, or lack 

of clarity in exactly what we should do holds us 

back. So we’ll have a few opportunities throughout 

the year for training and encouragement. 

 

 

Burns Night Ceilidh 

In January—we’ll have 

invitations ready in time for our 

Christmas events. 

Mark Drama 

In March—a drama in which 15 

people from the church family 

act the whole of Mark’s gospel. 

On Sat 4 March, we’ll be joining in 

with other churches in our area to 

run a whole day on evangelism and 

how we can “go and make disciples.” 

We’ll also be developing and running 

a new module of our Prepared to 

Serve training course, on speaking to 

others about Jesus. 

“Intentional” is a short book by Paul 

Williams on how to communicate the 

gospel, and will be a Book of the 

Term for us in the new year. 

Beginners Courses 

We’ll be running Christianity 

Explored and the new Life 

Explored course. 



The Light of the World 

We began this initiative last year by asking the question “if Christ Church 

Endcliffe had to close next week, what would our community miss?” 

Here are some areas we would like to do more on in the coming year. 

 

 

Central Growth Groups, looking at ethical issues and how we 

can have a Christian attitude and response. 

 

 

 

We recently took the decision to increase the proportion of 

our income that goes to our mission fund from 10% to 12.5% 

- we now want to have a clear focus for how we will use this 

fund. 

 

 

In the past year, we have had a number of showcases on 

Sunday, hearing from people in the church family who are 

involved in different ministries outside of CCE. It would be 

good to continue this, but also to create a directory of mercy 

ministries with descriptions and contacts, so it is easy for 

people to see what’s going on, to pray, and to decide where 

they could get involved. 

 

Our PCC is continuing to have discussions too, as we work through the 

book “When Helping Hurts” together. When this is finished, we’ll also 

write a paper for the whole church family with the lessons that we’ve 

learned, and any decisions that have come from it. In particular, thinking 

about how we can best deliver or support mercy ministry as a church. 

What next? 
 

 

 
Vision 

Sunday 

Please take home the Vision Packs so 

that you can read, pray and discuss with 

others. 

 
Partnership 

Sunday 

Next Sunday is Partnership Sunday, It’s 

where we ask “Given our vision for next 

year, how can I be involved?” 

 Church 

Prayer 

Meeting 

On Wednesday 16th November we’ll 

have a special Church Prayer Meeting to 

be praying about the year ahead. 

 
Response 

Sunday 

And on Sunday 27 November there will 

be space in the service for us to bring 

our responses to Partnership Sunday 

(the partnership packs will have some 

forms to help us think and respond). 



Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask 

or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  to 

him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  


